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mobile mouth. The singular points in this general
appearance, however, were given by the extreme
pallor of the complexion and by the fire in the
deeply-set dark blue eyes ; for the rest, a spare
and stooping figure, atonic, ungraceful, a general
physique ill-matched with the vigour of will, the
extreme rapidity of graceful mental motion, the
protean variety and charm of intellectual vitality,
that inhabited this frail bodily dwelling. To the very
last, after seeing him almost daily for nearly three
years, I never could entirely lose the sense of the ca-
pricious contrast between this wonderful intelligence
and the unhelpful frame that did it so much wrong.
Charles Wolcott Balestier had just entered his
twenty-eighth year when first I knew him. He was
born at Rochester, New York, on December 13,
1861. His paternal great-grandfather had been a
French planter in the island of Martinique; his
maternal grandfather, whom he is said to have
physically resembled, was a jurist who completed
commercial negotiations between the United States
and Japan. Of his early life I know but little.
Wolcott Balestier was at school in his native city,
and at college for a short time at Cornell Uni-
versity, but his education was, I suppose, mainly
that of life itself. After his boyhood he spent a
few years on the outskirts of literature. I learn
from Mr. W. D. Howells that at the age of seventeen
he began to send little tales and essays to the office
of the Atlantic Monthly. He edited a newspaper,
later on, in Rochester; he published in succession